both yourself and your charming wife and collaborator, and to thank
you for the friendly visit you have paid the Canadian Parliament as
well as for the substantial speech you have delivered. In you we
greet a distinguished representative of a Commonwealth nation
which, in addition, is one of the world's greatest countries.
By its spiritual unity, based on the teachings and tradition of Islam,
the sovereign state of Pakistan binds two territories that, oddly
enough, are divided geographically. This thousand-year-old bond,
of which religion and culture are the warp and woof, you recognize
as stronger, as more imperious than that of nearness, of a single
land.
Pakistan's evolution provides one of the most interesting chapters
of world history. In a sort of prophetic vision, your great poet Iqbal
foresaw the development which you have made it your mission to
achieve.
Under your leadership, your country, which throughout the ages
has known and absorbed many civilizations, has progressed rapidly
in the economic field. Though this is somewhat contrary to our con-
ception of a legendary and static Orient, we can but rejoice at its
march towards progress and a better standard of living, benefits
which are common to all true democracies.
Following in the footsteps of the illustrious Mohammed AH Jin-
nah, you recognize, as the leader of your country, that your authority
comes to you from the people. You have desired to establish your
country's constitution on a democratic basis and to complete its inde-
pendence by making its policy as one with its ideals.
Through your character and your culture, as well as through the
exigencies of our time, you are enabled to understand to the full
what democracy really means. You know that a strong nation is one
in which the several units are made responsible for national develop-
ment, by being called upon to participate in the administration of
public affairs.
Your industrial and social program is commensurate to your
overflowing personality. You are extending in the economic sphere
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